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PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE IM. 
"PROVEMENT OF MECHANICS. 





THE importance of these iustitutions is now beginning to be 


. unfolded to the public. London, Edinburgh, and Glasgow 


ean beast of théir MecHaNic’s INSTITUTRS, and all the large 
towns in the Island are making preparations for similar ad- 
vantages. In Glasgow, above a month since, upwards of 
one thousand mechanics had enrolled themselves as subscri- 
bers—seven hundred volumes had been purchased, aud four 
hundred ‘received as donations! 

‘Phe'answer { have uniformly given to those who have 
asked“ what would you substitute for public worship ?” has 
been“ HALLS OR TEMPLES OF SCIENCE—PLACES AND 


FORMS OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.” If public worship can be 


constraed to be public instruction, then it may be said to be 
useful; but as it cannot so be construed, it is clear, that any 


kind of public instruction is preferable. Such instruction 


will be found in the Mechanic’s Institutes, and as they in- 
Grease, places of worship will be deserted, froma conviction 


‘that they are nothing more than places of idolatry. 


» Dwas surprised to see it mentioned in the Leeds Mercury, 
that there’ was an obstacle to the forming of a Mechanic’s I1- 
stitute in that town, in the absence of a competent lecturer. 
Lectures are by no means the most important features of 
these institutes, every kind of mechanical or chen.ical experi- 
inent, [take to be preferable to a lecture, and to read a 
ag leeture is as useful as to bear it delivered, But lectu- 
ers Would soon spring out’ of the institute, and if not first 
fate; at the first attempt, they would become so by practice 

competition. A Mechanic’s Institute may be, and 
should ‘be, formed in every village in the country that con- 


t 


tains half a dozen mechanics: there can be neither obstacle 


~ 


tot excuse beyond fear ame prejudice and ignorance. — 
My earnest advice to every Mehanic in the Island is, to 
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quit the : alehouse, and conventiclé, and enrol him- 
self anong those sons of science who are now forniing insti- 
tutions for mutual improvement. It isa noble — to be 
seeking improvement, and science is the peculiar property 
of Mechanics. It is they who can best carry its advantages 
into effect; for without their aid the enrbellishments of socie- 
ty cannot be obtained. 

It has become a disgrace to any mechanic in this country 
not to be able to read and write; for, if not taught in his 
youth, he has every facility to acquire those advantages in 
his manhood, Writing is now taught upon mechanical prin- 

ciples, and it is really surprising to see how effectually a bad 
band writing may be improved, by these means. They are 
not calculated to teach writing in the first instance, but to 
correct imperfect hands. It has afforded me great pleasure 
to hear, that | have been the means of stimulating many to 
self-instruction, generally the most effeetual instruction after 
all, and I still feel the desire to urge on others to the same 
pursuits. A man or a woman is never too old to learn to 
read and write; for we owe all past and present degradation 
to‘ignorance. ‘Those who have neyer yet begun to read and 
write may be told that they may soon learn, if they will but 
shape their resolutions to that end—and it is an important 
thing for them to know, that all persons are as near as pos- 
sible capable of acquiring the same amount of knowledge— 
the difference lies chiefly with the degrees of earnestness in 
which the pursuit is made. 

To'those who-are desirous of improving their band writ- 
ing, I earnestly recommend Mr. J.B. Smith’s book of in- 
structions.. The price is six shillings; but what. is such a 
sum in comparison with the advantage of a good hand writ- 
ing?}.-Had I not been a witness to the speedy method of in- 
struction which this book affords, in the person of my sister, 
I would not récommend it; for, it isa rele with me not to 
bénefit one friend at the expence of another, not to suffer 

- friendship to supersede the principles of utility. . But I bave 

so high a.notion of buman resolution well applicd, that | 
heartily recommend this book of instructions for correct 
writing and pen making. I would have every person able 
to write and to write well: in short, I would have every 
.person a fit companion for every other person, by an equali- 
zation of knowledge: I would haye,mechanical philosophers 
and philosophic mechanics: 1.would have the whole ol 
mankind one social herd seeking nothing before mutual in- 
struction. 


RICHARD CARLILE. 











_ ‘Rite, that-it is, app 


THE REPUBLICAN, 769 


10, THE, REY. EDWARD. PARSONS, JUN: CALVINIST 
_ PREACHER, SION CHAPEL, HALIFAX. 





Sin, Halifax, Dec. 3, 1823. 
Bein: informed. that the subject of your lecture for Sunday 
evening, Nov. 9th last, would be, “ The Principles of Infidelity 
and:Christianity contrasted,” I felt inclined to attend your Gos- 
pastor: for once; and hearing, a little of your fame as a spouter, 


naturally expected you would have given us something like an 
sis of those opposite principles: but your discourses (for you 


took the Wednesday night following to finish them) were a sort of 
politico-theologico-tragic exhibitions, composed of stale stories, 
_" and daring assertions, declamatory sentences, and general 


Knowing that you were fortified in your tub by the law—know- 


ingthat:you had 'a.gaping audience ready to swallow. as absolute 
truths every absurdity you might put forth—knowing you were 
well paid for your job—but not knowing that some men were 
there, who understood principles as well as. yourself; you boldly 
advanced with all the confidence of victory, jumped to conclu- 


sions without stating premises, substituted sophistry for sound 


reason, and, in your heated sallies of imagination, laid hold of 
every, weapon. of warfare which came within your grasp.—The 
common epithets,of: Infidel, Demagogue, Deist, Blasphemer, &c., 
flew like hail-shot, and were applied indiscriminately to all who 


_ object to your narrow-minded tenets, your damning dogmas. 


Your text, which was, “‘ Their rock is not as,our rock,” after 
reading twice over, you never again touched; and indeed there 
could} be. no utility in. repeating it, for it is so vague and indefi- 
licable to any system, and I might have adopted 


it #&@ Motto to,this letter; in fact, it reminded me of an expres- 


sion which almost every day’s observation brings to one’s. notiee,. 


viz, One child saying to,another, “ Eigh, thy frock isn’t like mine?” 

-But now, Sir, for your picture of infidelity. ‘‘ Infidelity (said 
= loose the worst of passions upon mankind,” —* It has 
been foundito, be acruel, bloody, and destroying practice,” —‘“‘ An 
infidel is.the worst of fiends!” Indeed, Sir? Where did you dis- 
cover this? Was this exemplified either in. the life or writings of 
, Ss Paine?) Were Voltaire, Volney, Elihu Palmer, or Percy 
Shelley, the worst of fiends? Does Mr. Carlile give vent. to the 


worst-of ‘passions ?. Did. any of these luminaries inculeate cruclty, 
No, Sir, they were men 


human butchery, and general massacre? 
of- opposite’ characters ; their principles and practices were social, 
, and peaceable ; and it was for their opposition to whole- 
that they, were seized by 


sale butch Jand ral destruction, - 
| as —s d persecuted with the utmost. vin- 


the'strong atm of ‘power, an 
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dictiveness of malice. What, Sir, is the incarcerated and much- 
injured victim of Christian persecution, Mr. Carlile, one of the 
worst of fiends, indulging himself in all‘the sensual pleasures of 
voluptuousness, and rankling with the horrible ideas of blood and 
cruelty? No; he is the very reverse; for a more sober, humane, 
candid man, a better husband, a more tender parent—in the words 
of Hume, in the House of Commons, ‘ a more moral man there 
is not in England.” 

But then, lest some of your hearers might be tinctured with 
Jacobinism, you pointed out the French Revolution “ as develop- 
ing the principles of infidelity.” Now, that was the natural effect 
of natural causes: it was a political change, or a return to first 
principles. It had been gathering a long time, owing to the ex- 
travagance of the Aristocrats, the superstition of the Priests, the 
abominable tyranny of a succession of Kings the most despotic. 
Some severe measures were adopted, and they were necessary; 
but the perpetrators of the most bloody deeds were professed 
Catholics. That Revolution has produced incalculable benefits 
to France, and may yet be the cause of renovating Europe. But 
let me ask, What have Christian Revolutions done ? What bene- 
fits do they confer—what blessings bestow? Look at Spain; 
view the: perfidious, callous, cold-hearted, Christian, Catholic 
Ferdinand, whose hands are reeking with the blood of his best 
subjects, whose scaffolds are crowded with the bravest Spaniards, 
whose dungeons are filled with his betrayed victims; and the 
horde of feeling, forgiving Priests of Christianity, are bellowing 
out their hurrahs to its Author, while glutting their eyes with the 
gore, the torture, and massacre of their fellow-creatures ! 

“Crime has kept pace with infidelity,” you asserted. But 
dare you say, it is the cause of crimes?’ When do you see an in- 
fidel come to the scaffold, for crimes which are so prevalent? It 
is the Christian system which encourages the worst of wretches, 
‘the greatest of villains to hope in pardon and everlasting happi- 
ness, after a life of rapine and murder: and all the executions | 
have witnessed (excepting Thistlewood and his comrades) have 
been of persons who died penitent Christians! “But what a com- 
pliment this is to pay the Bible, the Tract, the Vice, the Itinerant, 
the Missionary, the Church-building Societies, and:all the preach- 
ing and praying men in the kingdom—that. in spite of all their 
exertions, crime increases ! 

But you went further in declaring, that “ Infidelity must make 
a man miserable; and here Christianity shewed its superiority.” 
Now, I ask, Why must it make a man miserable? Is there some- 
thing inthe exercise of our reason which has that tendency? 
What, shall we be unhappy in admiring the beauties of Nature, In 
moderately enjoying her productions, in discovering and examin- 
ing her secrets and operations, in unfolding the book of science 
and gaining knowledge—knowledge that will conduce to the 
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comfort of ourselves and the melioration of our fellow-creatures ? 
No: it is the gloomy fanatic that is miserable; the eternal hell- 
fire which is continually blazing before his imagination acts as a 
caustic upon his comforts; and whenever a depression of spirits 
takes place, then it is that he fancies his Devil has got hold of 
him; and that he has offended his God, whom he makes, or 
‘wishes to be, as veering as a vane—as wavering as the wind. 
“Where has infidelity its martyrs?” you asked. Why, do not 
call Mr. Carlile and his family martyrs? Are not a dozen of 
Sr aheeence heroically suffering in the cause? Was not he 
-quelly sentenced to three years imprisonment (and he has now 
been dungeoned above four years) to pay a fine of £1,500, and 
‘was not his property faken from him under the sanction of CAris- 
tianlaw? And was not Thomas Paine himself ordered for execu- 
‘tion by the sanguinary Robespierre, because he humanely opposed 
his barbarous atrocities ? 
~ As for your assertion about “ infidels in this town bringing up 
their children to swear and blaspheme their Maker, their wives 
being like tygers, and themselves the worst of fiends,” I confess I 
am infidel enough not to believe it. I know of no such charac- 
ter: but this I know, that there are numbers of persons who re- 
gularly attend places of worship, (some of them are your cus- 
tomers,) and as regularly get drunk, swear, and gamble; and 
yet, were. one to broach infidel principles to them, or tell them 
they were not Christians, he would not only get well abused, but 
probably be answered by the strong argument of blows! 
In order to emblazon your picture a little more, Rosseau was 
introduced in glaring colours. You represented him as being 
guilty of theft and seduction, and of changing his religion. And 
did he seduce some poor girl, and then abandon her! Now, Mr. P. 
don’t be so very censorious. Remember the adage, “ Those that 
have got glass wmdows of their own, should be careful how they 
throw stones.” And I add, “ A word to the wise is enough.” 
And was guilty of some petty pilfering and changing his religion, 
was he? Really shocking! But what shall we say of the mur- 
derous, adulterous acts ofthe ‘ man-after God’s own heart”—of 
the detestable crimes of a-Right Rev. Father in God, and the 
Cambridge and Exeter Doctors in Divinity ; of the glaring vices 
of the rape-committing, the gambling, the swindling, the oppress- 
ing tribe of Reverend Gentry, which so frequently fill the columns 
of our public journals? Why, the bare mention of these, places 
the character of Rousseau in 4 comparative state of mnocence. 
‘But you seem to envy the situation of his statue in the French 
Pantheon. That honour was done him more on account of his 
| literary attainments and attachnient to liberty, than for his infidel 
‘Principles. . And this was all very right: are not your Christian 
‘temples studded with the statues of murderers—with the ensigns 
| weapons of destruction ? 
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Your finishing assertion was ridiculous, and at complete vari- 
ance with ‘your evening’s performance—you'were “ not appre- 
hensive of Christianity ultimately being injured” by infidelity.” 
Now, if Christianity be so bomb-proof against the shafts of infi- 
delity, why did you'so earnestly sally forth in its defence, and 
spend so much ammunition for nought? ‘Why shed such libations 
of tears in deploring the effects of infidelity? This is like a man 
propping up a firm building, which: he knows. nothing can make 
fall: or, one with all his limbs sound and whole, using a pair of 
crutches to assist him in walking! 

- But as you have said so:much about infidelity, let me try what 
I can make of the vague aid heterogeneous thing called Chris- 
tianity. Where:shall I find its principles €mbodied—its precepts — 
-practised—its superiority made manifest? Shall | go to the 
‘Church of Rome, which pretends to be the original, and view her 
mpous ceremonies, her holy water, her miracles, her purgatory, 
cher absolution of sins, :her magic trick of changing a wafer into 
flesh, and wine into blood? Shall 1 do penance bya severe self- 
flagellation, or confine myself in a cloister to live a life of seclu- 
sion, and amuse myself so many times a day with counting a 
number of children’s playthings? Must I attend the chapel where 
-eandles are burning during sunshine, there prostrate myself be- 
fore a piece of carved stone, wood, or ivory, and listen to a fel- 
low whose instructions are in a language d understand not? Shall 
I Kiss the Pope’s toe, believe in his infallibility, and assist in 
hanging’ up to roast those he may eall heretics, or broiling them 
on a gridiron? Is it here,I am to;find the principles of Christian- 
ity! ‘* Certainly, says the Catholic, “and if you believe not, you 
»Shall be damned.” ‘‘ Qh, no,” says the Protestant; (another 
name for a Christian) “ that is the great Whore of Babylon; you 
must separate yourself from her.” Well, but how shall I know 
which of you is right? Split into a hundred sects and parties, 
‘yeu rail .at each other, differ diametsically from each other in 
our tenets, ceremonies, and practices—yet you are all Christians! 
hall I go to the Church, and admire her gorgeously apparelled 
and well fed bishops and priests—swallow her contradictory 
creeds, believe in her homilies and articles, mutter her tautologi- 
eal prayers, have my children ,sprinkled and exorcised at her 
font, and have the pene of a pot-bellied bishop laid on their 
heads to confirm them in their stupid notions? Am I to pay her 
, dues and demands, from the Easter offering hen and smoke- 
penny, to the tithe or the tenth of my produce? Am I thus to live 
in her ways, die in her belief, be buried in, her. consecrated ground, 
and from the grave-side be sent to heaven by the:reading “of her 
_priest? Is it here, 1 ask, that I am ;to/look ‘for the principles of 
Chrtstianity? ‘ Yes,” says the orthodox,Churchman; ‘‘ you must 
do and believe all these things in order to be saved—for schism 
is damnable.” ‘‘ No!” replies the Dissenter, (still a Christan ;) 


- 
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« youmust come out from among her, and touch not the unclean 
thing” But here I am almost lost amidst the jarring discordancy 
and endless variety of sectarianism. Am I to follow the ghost- 
story-telling, the witchcraft believing, the canting, hypocritical, 
yetambitious leader, John Wesley? Must I believe with him in 
the, e-will of man, the efficacy of good works in my salvation 
—contmbute my weekly, quarterly, tract and missionary pence: — 
attend. love-feasts, class-meetings, band-meetings, and be g0- 
verned by,my preacher: or, am I to believe the damnatory dog- 

of the murderous Calvin, in his horrible notions of election 
and reprobation, in his original sin, in his degrading opinions of 
mankind in general, and his still worse of a Deity? Shall I be 

ged Over ears in water with the Baptist on a frosty morning, 
and not.allow my child the same benefit? Shall I rave with the 
Hanter, ulcerate my throat with bawling, break my pew with 
slamping, and believe I have three essential parts, viz, body, soul, 
and spinit; or, sit mumping with the Quaker, waiting the motion 
of the Spirit, (which attends them the least of any of its 
wotaries) wear his broad-brimmed hat and _ his straight-cut 
coat, as marks of my simplicity and purity? Or, am I to be 
engrossed with the mystic reveries and heavenly peregrina- 
Mons of the crack-brained Swedenborg? ‘“ No!” cries the 
HPreethinking Christian, you must search the Scriptures.” 
S01 have, and I find the following fundamentals of. Chris- 
hanity ;—“, Peace on.earth, and good-will towards man—I came 
mot to.send peace on earth, but a sword. ~He that hateth 
mot father and mother,.cannot be my disciple—honour thy father 
and, mother.— When you enter into a,city, and it receive you not, 
shake off. the dust. from your feet as a testimony against it.—Re- 
_ §8t mot evil.—If thine enemy -thirst, give him drink, that thou 
emgeebhesp coals. of fire upon his head against the day of wrath. 
=. no thought. for your life, what you shall eator drink ;.nor 
for your body, what you, shall put on.—Ye will not come unto me, 
apat ye may. have life.—No man can come,unto, the, Son, except 
ihe Father draw him,—If a man smite thee on one cheek, turn,to 
Aim-the other also.—Give to him that.asketh; and from him that 


would borrow of thee, turn not thou away.” . 
These are a few, Sir, of the contradictory maxims of that book 


upon which your system is founded; and were it possible to put 
them in operation, ‘the whole world would become a chaos: yet 
ou have the audacity to extol their superiority above all: others. 


‘Dut they are so glaringly inconsistent and irrational, that I am 
priests 


‘Teady to believe the Christian priests to be similar to the | They 


of Mahomet i Lady Wortley Montague— 
pamwiee eeqstbed by bavy n of Sion coat than they 


ave no more faith in the inspiratio “nr 
have in the infallibility of the Pope: but make a frank confession 
of Deism among themselves, or to those they can trust. There 
Was one Effendi of great wit and learning, who, contrary to their 
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~ law, drank wine without scruple: when I rallied him on the sub- 
ject, he smilingly ‘answered, “ All things were made for the 
pleasure of man; nevertheless, the law which forbad its use to 
the vulgar was wise enough, because they had not sense enough 
to take it with moderation.’ Now, I verily believe, that a great 
many of you do no more believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ 
than I do in the inspiration of Mahomet or Johanna Southcott; 
and, similar to the Effendi, you are always recommending to the 
vulgar, praying, fasting, and mortifying the flesh; while you are 
regularly making parties at the gossiping tea-table, or gorging 
your stomachs with all the dainties of luxury. — 

As you seem so very ignorant of infidelity, I will give it you in 
the words of Mr. Cartiie, which he sent as a note to a book 
the Chaplain had lent him, entitled ‘‘ Bristed’s America:”— 
“* Infidelity is the result of knowledge, or of Ignorance. If of 
knowledge, why should ignorance be allowed to decry it? If of 
ignorance, why does not knowledge so exhibit and instruct it? 
Let any honest man answer me that.” He then adds, “ What 
answer do you think the Chaplain gave me? None at all.” Will 
you answer him, Mr. Parson Parsons? 

In conclusion, and as a contradiction to all your asserions, | 
subjoin the following maxims from a Deistical work:—“ Be just, 
because equity is the support of the human species. Be indul- 
gent, because feeble thyself, thou livest with beings as feeble as 
thou art. Be gentle, because gentleness attracts affection.. Be 
grateful, because gratitude feeds and nourishes benevolence. Be 
modest, because haughtiness is disgusting to beings smitten with 
themselves. Forgive injuries, because: revenge perpetuates ha- 
tred. Be reserved, temperate, chaste; because voluptuousness, 
intemperance and excess, will destroy thy being, and render thee 
contemptible. Bea citizen, and defend thy country; because it 
is that which renders thee happy, and contains thy property, as 
well as those beings who are dearest to thine heart.” Tuese, 
Sir, ARE THE PRINCIPLES oF INFIDELITY; and supported by 
reason, strengthened by experience, and sanctioned by the light 
of science, they will ultimately triumph* over every system of ig- 
norance and superstition, under whatever denomination it may 
have existed. 


GEORGE CRABTREE. 
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»* -TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





5 aie hl ‘ 
-Wortny CiTizeEn, Hull, Nov. 30, 1823. 
Ix addressing you, in behalf of my fellow Republicans and Ma- 
teridlists, 1 do not feel any apology necessary. Go on in the way 
you have so nobly begun. Already superstition writhes beneath 
yout lash; monarchs feel the force of your reasoning; and a 
- proud aristocracy of dukes and lords, dreads the establishmentof 
‘— Republican Government. 

e are Republicans and Materialists, from a conviction that 
our opinions will stand the test of inquiry. If the doctrines of 
the Jews and Christians could be as effectually demonstrated, why 
#0 many dissensions among them? There is no difference of 
opinion in things that can be demonstrated; therefore, we cannot 

subscribe to any dogmas that will not stand the test of the most 
minute inquiry. 
Ifthe Christians were not afraid of inquiry, why shut you, 
your wife, sister and shopmen and women in dungeons? If their 
religion be the religion of truth and “ founded on a rock;” why 
afraid'to meet us'in the field of free discussion? If theirs be the 
_ gospel of peace, whence have resulted all those bloody and 
cruel wars that have desolated the world ever since it began to bé 
hed? To the foregoing questions let religionists answer. 
0 us it is evident, that religions of every denomination are 
founded in fable and kept up to support a set of rapacious mon- 
sters, who are always ready to pounce upon and devour those 
who have the honesty and boldness to expose their robberies and 
delusions upon mankind. 

In again sending you our mites, we wish to be understood as 
not doing so with any view towards the payment of your enor- 
mous fines. However anxious we may be of seeing you at liberty, 
we could not bear the idea of your purchasing it at so deara rate ; 
for the monsters of church and’ state would again attack you 
with their united efforts, and by the aid of special Juries and 
Corrupt judges, again fine and imprison you. No, worthy Citizen, 
Wwe send to enable you to combat with your pen, aided by, the 
press, the guilty trio of Kings, Lords, and priests; for so long as 
your press can be kept going, the Republicans and Materialists 
of this Island have nothing to fear from the delusions of the day. 


Vice Sociéties and Bridge Street Gangs may prosecute and per- 
‘sécut rise predominant after all 


Pr a in vain; truth and reason will 

‘their cruel efforts to put them down. We have to congratulate 
‘you on the result of Mr. Jones’s prosecution after the bombast of 
Mr. Gurney ‘and Chief Justice Abbott, and we hope that it will 
‘be their last effort against free discussion. We also, congratulate 


you on the release of your sister. 
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With our best respects to shopmen and Mrs. Wright, wishing 
ou all a speedy liberation, and with our detestation of your 
cruel, relentless, and remorslese Christian persecutors. 
I subscribe on behalf of my fellow Republicans and Mate- 
rialists. ) 
Yours respectfully, 
WILLIAM JONES. 


PS. Travelling preachers make a tare ‘trade of it. | have 
been ‘informed that G. C..Smith, made a charge of £15, for 
preaching here, and abusing you-and your friends. 


John Smithson,’ Republican, set up for mile stones, 
- [Leeds 2 0 grass.and corn would not 
John -Kirby, Materialist 2 0 grow any worse 2 6 


Here I present my mite again John Perkins, a Currier of Leather, 
To you whom Priests havescann’d, Kings and Priests I’d bind together, 
But with such men as you and Paine The town of Hull lies near the 


“6 May I be sav’d or damn’d.” Humber, ~ 
Daniel Platt, Tin plate Worker1 0  1’d'throw them in as useless lumber, 
William Stephens, Tin plate | 1 6 
- Worker 0 6 F.C.,who feels:confident that 
Joseph | Jefferson, Materialist 2 6  ,a pure Republican Go- 
Jaseph Williams, Materialist’ 2 9 — vernmentcan only be built 
J. O. who thinks that if the _upon the ruins of Supersti- 
“Parish Churches were - tion 1 6 
‘knocked down to repair Z.an Enemy to all Religious 
the high roads with the and’ Political'Persecutions 1 0 


materials, and the Parsons 





TO MR. WILLIAM JONES, HULL. 





: JCiprzen, Dorchester Goal, Dec. 10, 1823. 

‘THANK you for this communication on ‘the part of my 
‘Hull Friends, and ‘them for their support. Our cause is 
‘Tight prosperous, as the public voice is evidently beginning 
to cry down persecutions for differences of opinion. There 


_ is, at present, a sort.of armstice on the side of the persecu- 


tors. They are counting costs, progress and future force; 
and as victory on our side means nothing more than a free 
circulation of opinions, we have it in perfection. Let the 
persecutors look back to the year 1819; Jet them compare 
\that period .with the present, .and ask themselves the dil- 


ference, or ,what they have gained. Let them ask ‘them- 


selves what hope they can have to suppress opinions in this 
country amidst the present state of knowledge. 
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iMrrG. B. Smith has ‘returned to/London from his annual 
our'in the north, and’ though he acknowledges the truth ‘of 
aiyHull correspondents lettter, as'to his fondness for good 
fiving, he wonders why that should be deemed a matter for 
qriticism'in' bim. 1 ‘confess that lam disposed to look upon 
this religiously skilful gentleman with more complacency 
than upon those who pay so dearly for the cause of “ Jesus 
of Nazareth.” ‘There is no maxim more true than ‘that 
folly on the.one-hand creates roguery.on the other, as a rad 
forits own back. So long as Christian congregations can 


‘be brought together so long will there be such jpreachers as 
Mr. Smith to.empty their pockets, The folly is in them 
notin bim.. Had that.other part of the Devil’s trade war 
-conjinued, Mr. Smith would not. bave wanted a new eall- 
ing. : 


Respectfully yours, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








TO MR. .CARLILE. 





‘Dear Caruivez, Middlesex, Dec. 9,'\1823. 


‘TLuave read with great indignation your account in “The Re- 
panne of the »mode of treatment the Christians of Dorset 
‘Mave subjectedsyou to. Within, you will find a Guinea, which | 
beg you to-accept, to be disposed of as you think proper; ‘but I 
assure you nothing would give me greater:pleasure than to hear 
that you mean to dispose of it.in the attempt to gain justice for 
‘the-riot, asssault an robbery, the Christian ruffians perpetrated 
im your cell:in the Gaol. Iam quite satisfied that nothmg but 
‘your:stoical firmness and mode:ation could ‘have for so long a 
time kept the bigotted barbarians from open violence. I am 
‘quite conscious thatnothing but your ‘wise forbearance, could 
have prevented the Vandal invasion of your philosophic sanctu- 
ary. :Recollect that you are in the situation of the dove in the 
claws of the hawk; and recollect that one is just as good a Chris- 
‘tiamas the other. The inveterate animosity harboured bY all the 
Christians against free discussion makes me tremble for your 


safety : : hension is not ill founded when 
Spa emg san a oe you call to mind what they 


‘Lappeal to history for proof. W 
‘have not only ie coaalia philosoplyers grange ae esta 
; ; they freque - 
ed to persecute and destroy; but when pit re justified :in 


- der tible dogmas, 
each other about cer ey aren 2 the Christians :acquired 


‘my apprehensions for you? A ans acquire 
‘Power they =a to som and when they had annihilated their 
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sopepenld they began to worry each other! See what the wretches 
did to the Waldenses, to the Hugonots, who were only of different 
‘sects, and see what they have done in Piedmont, in Switzerland, 
at Thorn, at Paris, and in Smithfield. The spirit of the age 
keeps the Dorset Christians within some bounds; yet, you may 
rely upon it, that they have all the malignant, vindictive atrocity 
‘of the familiars of the Spanish inquisition. I refer you to Spain, 
where you may see again, unhappily, Christianity in full bloom and 
the Dorsetshire fathers of the inquisition at Dorset, would like 
to servilely copy their brethren at Madrid or Salamanca. 1 have 
hardly ever known a Magistrate a man of any mind, they are ge- 
nerally drivelling bigots who slavishly adopt all the superstition 
and tyranny of Church and State; im short, you can hardly look 
upon such men in any other light than as the scavengers of “ the 
powers that be;” the contemptible wretches are used like a cer- 
tain convenience when dirty work wants doing. 

When you are in the-clutches of men who hate all science and 
tremble at free discussion, you will excuse me suggesting to you 
how necessary it is to keep by you an emetic; get about four 
ounces of antimony wine, and should you be attacked with sick- 
ness or pain in the region of the stomach, or any uncommon 
symptoms after eating, be sure to take a table-spoonful of anti- 
mony wine frequently, until vomiting clears the stomach of its 
contents. State Prisoners frequently expire of anomalous dis- 
orders! You should very carefully examine every thing before 
you eat; be sure to take nothing that has a harsh, or astringent 
taste, or that edges your teeth. You ought to have such tests by 
you, as would enable you to analyze your water and milk and 
other fluids. Although you and I discard any thing but natural 
agency; yet some. supernatural power for all that, might drop 
something into your food! What was the death of Napoleon’ 
What became of Peter Annet, can. you tell me? What was the dis- 
ease of Queen Caroline? Act with suspicion and you will act with 
caution. The Christians become daily more exasperated against 
you, as you foil one after another. The efficiency of your pen 
affords a beautiful reflection. It is far more mighty than the 
scepter or the Crossier! The pen is levelling both with the dust. 
» Really you have gained a proud triumph! the Christian rufflans, 
by resorting to force, have acknowledged their defeat; they have 
dn fact, confessed that‘they can no longer fight you with the pen; 
_ they: have resorted to brute force, the horse and the steam engine. 
«dn the empire of reason you reign, You may be said now 
to: have conquered 20,000, regular tithe-eaters, all the extra 

quacks, and all the silly people they have succeeded in poisoning 
- with their prejudice and superstition, which may be rated at some 
, millions. Congratulate yourself upon your efforts, and be proud 
of your individual, single handed success. Millions of unborn 
men: will repeat with pleasure your name, and as the age of 
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‘a is dispelled you will be still more applaunded from 
| nt. 


ur obrresponde +. ) REGULATOR. 


Nore BY Epiton.—We never heard any account of the 
death of Peter Annett. A letter lately printed in the Monthly 
from an autograph copy by Annett, exhibits him 
asin a state of sickness and decay at Vauxhall. It was 


addressed to archbishop Secker, in answer to an offer of 
assistance from that prelate. We have heard 


that Annett was a long time confined in Newgate but never 
met with any authentic and satisfactory account of proceed- 
ings against him. ‘We shall feel obliged to any correspon- 


ogs ag 
dent that can furnish us with documents elucidating the per- 


secutions and death of that philosopher. 
Regulator’s Review of Mackies Sphinxiad will be very 


desirable. 








‘ 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





" Newton, near Manchester, Dec. 7, 1823, 
Sir, of the Carpenter’s Wife’s Son. 
EXAMIN ATOR’s article, of November 2, demands from: me the 
most Serious and careful attention; and as he appears to have mis- 
taken my words, and deduced from that mistake some very un- 
and unwarrantable conclusions, I shall endeavour to be 


cateful'on that account, in order that I may not mistake his own, 


In turn, 


‘Tbeg-leave to say, that 1: used the verb ¢o read in its present 
words as if I had said, that 


tense. Examinator seems to take my, 

Thad never read the Bible stiidipad!. I grant that the words I 
employed’ were, to an inattentive mind, ambiguous, and liable to 
be mis-construed,- but-notwithstanding this, I aver them to be 
grammatically correct. Examinator uses the present, J read, in 
liew of the past, J have read. 


Ido not read thé Bible at present, merely because my leisure 
sing books of a more useful and enter- 


urs ate occupied in peru : 
taining nature. It would ill become the zetetic book-worm, to 
express a'strong dislike to any work, without first being acquainte 


its char ucht to creep and ponder over every 
Cc acter, He o g P S hmaider-sttanel In 


page—muse and study—consider and r , 
“ calm inspection” honk each division of the work, — 
to giving “ his judgment in condemnation of its couteptes ipt 
time yon, Mr. Editor, were wading through the filth af ane 
mM answering the Reverend Hartwell Horne’s pamphlet, en 
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Deism: Refited; P followed you from: Genesis’to Revelations,-and 
obtained at that time such Biblical knowledge as-wouldenable me 
to prove to: any of my Christian friends that their religion is sup- 
ported but by “ The rotten staff of fable and falsehood.” 

Take the Bible in general, it is miserably deficient both in lite- 
rattire and ‘morals. tes boasted moral code is’ very: much inferior 
to’ the second part of Volney’s: Ruins; commonly called “The law 
ofNature.”' ‘The “splendid and lofty ideas’’ in that book, appear 
as) aidiamond would’if buried im a) dunghill;: its value almost di- 
minished*and its: brillianey totally: concealed: by the gross and ob- 
noxious matter:which surrounds it. As an individual, I can say, 
that Ihave found the diamond in other, cabinets. of curiosities, and 
leave the, dunghill to those. whom prejudice or interest may induce 
to, os Maia in, the filth which seems: congenial to their dckearth 
minds. ext 
The poetry of the Hebrews has been. too much praised. Its 
style is similar, but in a great degree inferior, as it regards poeti- 
cal spirit, to that of Macpherson’s Ossian. The beautiful and na- 
tural figures of the latter are as much superior to the unnatural - 
allusions and ridiculous tropes of the former, as pure metal is to 
dross. -Blair, Kirk, White, and others have lavishly be-praised 
Bible beauties, and although their learning is unquestionable, their 
philosophy is much to be doubted. White was an enthusiast in 
religion and. would: ‘* forego’ all literary fame and lay his heart 
down at the foot:of the: cross.” He:fell a victim, at an early.age, 
to: the study: of Latin, Greek, logarithims, and’ religion, in St. 
John’s College, Cambridge. vit 

The-book of Job is held forth as a fine pieceiof writing, partak- 
ing of the nature of a drama. b admit that it is: superior to the 
rest ofthe Bible and: does not:appear'to:be an Hebrew work, as it 
is entirely different in style and character to any of the Hebrew 
writings. It: is a:very:ancient work; tlie real author of it is: un- 
known: | ‘ 

The late Mr. Shelly, according to. Leigh Hunt, “ valued. the 
Bible for the beauty of! some of its contents, for the dignity of 
others, and the curiosity-of; all; though. the philosophy of: Solo- 
mon he thought’ too Epicurean, and: thé inconsistencies. of other 
parts afflicted him. His favourite part,” says Leigh Hunt, “was 
the book of Job, Which he thought the grandest of tragedies.” 
Now, here isan authority for the merit of that: part of the Bible to 
which Examinator seems: to be so partially attached. But it 1s 
my opinion that Mr. L. Hunt ‘enables the: matter a little, as a 


kind’ ef concession to popular opinion and tHat critical cant, which 
has been irreverently-prattled- forth over the grave of his. “ divine- 
minded friend.” | : 

- After the first number of “* The Liberal” was: indicted, the pas- 
sages selected were softened by a little verbal alteration, attributing 
the! original wordstothe printer. This was a shameful crouching on 
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the,part.of the: proprietor. [s it-not natural to: suppose that Lord 
Byron would express himself in the strongest terms against an im- 
becile monarch, who had been the contemptible tool of so many 
ministerial factions? Certainly the noble poet wrote. the words 
first: printed in the text. - He says, in his: Don Juan,, that: he 
« will war, at least in words,+(and. should. his chance so: happen— 
deeds) with all who war with thought. There are,” says: he, 
“ enough of infidels and demagogues without jam to pulk down 
steeple and set up in their stead some proper stuff. But, 
Examinator will say, where is Epicurus. wandering? He has tva» 
velled out of the record. I beg pardon, Sir, I will immediately 
return. . 
- In the book of Job we now and then find passages. to: admire, 
but frequently mect with others that are destitute of interest. The 
greatest part of the Psalms is childish rigmarole. 

There are only a few instances of true poetry to-be found iw this 
book. The description of God's riding upon the wingsiof thewind 
hath been hacknied both by poets and critics, and a deab of un- 
intelligible verliage has been written upon the matter. Vague 
ness and obscurity are the characteristic of general criticism. The 
eritics always aim at something very fine, and but too often: write 
what is fgr removed both from common place, and refined litera~ 
ture. The fact is, they have gone too much out of the way in 
their prosing, and instead of writing sublimely, they have prated 
ludicrously. 

Blair says, that there is a collection of awful: and sublime ideas 
presented to us m that passage of the eighteenth Psalm, where an 
appearance of the Deity is described: “ In my distress I ealled 
upon the Lord; he heard.my voice out of his temple and my cry 
came before him. Then the earth shook and trembled, the foun- 
dations of the hills were moved, because he was wroth. (very fe 
indeed!) He bowed the heavens and came down, and darkness 
was under his feet; and he did ride upon a cherub* and did fly; 
yea he did fly upor the wings of the wind+.» He made darkness 


*' "he translation is perhaps faulty here. No doubt the writer means 
that God bestrode the cherub, with his collassal legs, which immediately 
flew with its huge rider, upon the wings of the wind. It is somewhat 
strange that this peurile sentence should have been praised on account of 
its sublimit y;and that, all succeeding writers who have but barely touched 
upon the sepals are to be laid down as imitators or plagiarists. 


+ Thompson has given us something really poetical upon this subject. 
In his Seasons we find the following. 
---+-+-- Nature’s king, who oft 


Amid tempestuous darkness dwells alone, 
Arid on the wings of the coneurring winds, 


Walks dreadfully serene. 
. But-this is an imitation in the critics eye. That Thompson is pre-emi- 
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his secret place; his pavilion round about him were darkness and 
thick clouds of the sky.” . 

Ifa good system of morals could be found in the Bible, it would 
be its best recommendation. But there is not a:complete system 
of any kind in it, except, indeed, those systems of fraud, robbery, 
murder, prostitution and so on, to the end of that catalogue of 
evils, which mankind have suffered from, and been compelled to 
receive, on pains and penalties, as being sanctioned by a divine 
authority. in the novel of ‘‘ Faublus” there is nothing to par- 
allel scriptural indelicacy. It is a harmless book, in comparison 
with the Bible. I ought to be complimented, not blamed, because 
_ [have ceased to read the filthiest book in the world. 

With regard to the diversity ef good and bad in the Bible, | 
would say that the good can be found in other works unalloyed by 
any thing that is objectionable; then why go to the Bible for an 
adulterated article, which may be procured in a genuine state else- 
where? Surely Examinator doesnot wish me to travel through a de- 
sert im search of a flower, whict I can find in a garden, where 
-great variety is at my will and choice, and where, as no bitter 
weeds spread their smothering leaves around them, preventing the 

ial rays of the morning sun from assisting their growth, of 
course they bloom and ripen to perfection, and we ourselves, for 
thetime being, breath their fragrant atmosphere. 

The great drama is differently constructed to ours. There is 
as much difference, in point of dramatic approximation, between 
Milton's Agonistes and Shakspeare’s Othello, as there is between the 
former and the book of Job, which, as it stands in the Bible, can- 
not’ properly be called a drama. 

The style of an author will be pure, polished and elegant in as- 
much as he correctly applies his words, or phrases; the more pure 
his diction, or manner, the more perspicuous and effective his mat- 
ter. There is not, perhaps, a correct model for imitation. Somees- 
teem one author's manner of writing, some another. The greatest 
beauty, of any author, it must be confessed, lies in the importance 
ofthe matter. The Addisons andthe Johnsons have their defects, 
as well as beauties; yet, notwithstanding their courtier-like dispo- 
sitions, the works. of each. may be read with no little advantage. 
For'myself I can say, that | am partial to the Spectators, the 
Idlers, &c. on account of the benefit I have derived from freqent- 
ly perusing them. Give me Shakespeare and the other poets of 
his golden age, with Addison, Pope, Johnson, Goldsmith, &c. 
and take the Bible and its commentators, as the mere refuse of a 
literary repast. 
nently superior in the above passage to any of the Bible mongers, none but 
a bigot will deny. Scriptural phraseology is too weak in nature for any 
thing but dull, tedious, and crabbed narration, It is always too poor for 
the idea, and instead of giving an instance of the true sublime, it disgusts 
us by a ludicrous frigidity. | luexhaustible is thy fountain, Oh! Humbug. 
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Poetry, 1 am aware, Mr. Editor, is the rock on which too many 
have split. Judgment has been sacrificed to fancy, and credulity, 
weak-mindedness, and effeminate sing-song, have sprung like a 

ix from the remaining ashes. Even literary men, of great 

ute in their respective circles, have passed their whole life ina 
thapsodical dream, undisturbed but when some rugged verse or 
tedious prose hath annoyed their critical ears. They have been 
termed ‘‘ verbal hypercritics” who would “ preserve the purity of 
rational diction without adding a single idea to rational thought *.” 

- Examinator recommends that ‘‘ a petition or remonstrance” be 
sent to his “‘ Majesty,” orthe bench of “Lords spiritual,” relative 
to a modification of the “ Scriptures,” to be executed by a select 
number of moral Materialists: but this would be a vain and even 
ridiculous task. However, I take it as an ironical blow from your 
hand, Mr. Examinator. : 

Let the Bible remain unaltered as a memento to future ages of 

_ the brutishness of the Jews—of the cruelties of a theocratical 
power---of the immorality of religious men—of the once total dark- 
ness of the human mind—of a Carpenter’s Wife’s Son’s being 
worshipped as the “ Saviour” of mankind—of thousands of mur- 
ders committed at the command of Jehovah.—Let it remain as a 
monument of the incontrovertible fact, that any kind of religion is 
destructive to morality, and that science, the great AnTI- 
Curist, will ultimately drive the adulterine God into the shades, 
and send the searching beams of his own ETERNAL suN through 


every part of the habitable globe. 
I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
EPICURUS. 








REMARKS ON MATERIALISM AND DEISM. 





Tuat any man who was once a Christian and has rejected Chris- 
tianity as untenable, can retain the idea of an almighty designing 
power, surprises me; for I think we have no better evidence in 
favour of a God, than we have to prove the existence of a trinity. 
We have been taught so to believe by our parents and teachers, 
" is all the reason we-can. adduce in favour of our belief in a deity. 
The productions of nature furnish no evidence whatever of the 
existence of a God; we are sensible that nature in all her produc- 
tions is constantly evincing her power to produce, all that at 
cessary for her preservation and continuity in that state in whic 


we behold her: we are also partly acquainted with the causes of 
ignorant of what was the cause 


these productions; though we are : pet 
of their original production. It is however no solution of the dif- 
ficulty to assume that they were produced by an almighty design- 
ing power; for it is impossible for any man to prove this assump- 

* New Monthly Magazine. 


No. 25, Vol. VIII. 
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tion. We see parent animals propagate their species invariably 
in the same manner; we observe every species of vegetation per- 
petuated by means of seed or slips from the parent tree: and we 
must necessarily think that minerals of every description, as the 
are taken from their parent earth, and become decomposed by be- 
ing exposed to the action of the air, and other causes, are replaced 
by others of the same description being recomposed or produced 
im some other part of the womb of nature. And what can we in- 
fer from this? The inference I have drawn is this: I see the 
whole of nature in a state of active existence, and I believe it al- 
ways existed in the same manner, though perhaps not in the same 
form, for I cannot conceive a time when it did rot exist: I also 
believe that it’ contains within itself every thing necessary for its 
continued existence through interminable ages. 1 have been told 
that the universe was created six thousand years ago,'by an al- 
mighty designing power, but this appears to me very improbable. 
ow an immaterial being could produce such a quantity of mate- 
rial substances, without any materials to work upon, is past all 
conception: I cannot conceive what existed previous to the cre- 
ation of the universe, and the fabricators of that account, (for fa- 
bricators they must be) have forgotten to leave it on record. 

That an slmnighty intelligent designing power, without body, 
parts, or passions, should create a globe contaning solidity, divi- 
sibility; and also create and place on its surface, a variety of ani- 
mals in possession of bodies, parts, and passions, he the designer 
having no materials.to operate upon, is contrary to all our notions 
of a designing power. In all our designs we have something to 
work upon, and the designer also is something; he has palpable 
and occular demonstration of the materials he uses, and also of 
his own materiality: but in the theories of believers in a deity, 
we have nothing making something from nothing! Can any thing be 
more absurd? Can any thing be more calculated to prevent the 
enguirmg mind in continuing its researches? ~We must lose 
sight of reason entirely before we can give credence to such un- 
sound opinions. I do not wonder at Christians believing such 
such paradoxical accounts, because they are told “ to learn to 
submit their reason to the obedience of faith, and so much more 
exalt the wonders of God’s goodness, as they exceed the capacity 
of their understandings.” But for deists, men who reject revela- 
tion and profess to be guided by reason alone, to give credit to 
‘such fables, is really astonishing. When I began to reason, I 
soon found the belief of a designing deity as untenable as any 
other dogma of the Christian faith; I, consequently, renounced 
that belief, and I would ask the Deists on what particular ground 
they retain the belief of an almighty intelligent designing power; 
on what evidence they have over and above what is adduced in 
favour of Christianity ? : | 

To elicit truth and expose falsehood is my object, therefore 
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what I have said, must not be supposed to apply personally to any 
man. I only wish for all men who profess liberal opinions, to give 
up every superstitious idea; and to believe nothing, but for which 
they can offer some satisfactory reason, grounded upon the known 


laws and principles of nature. 
W. V. HOLMES. 








Interesting Pamphlets lately Published at 84, Fleet Street. 


Tue intended Defence of John Jones, by Daniel French, Esq. for 
ublishing tbe pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ Observations. on Dr. Gregory’s 
tters to a Friend on the Evidences of the Christian Religion.” 
This pamphlet is in the form of a speech, and well worth reading, 
for the clear manner in which a Barrister shews, that the late pro- 
ceedings in cases of alleged blasphemy have had no legal founda- 
tion. Price Eighteen Pence. 

‘Qn the Law of Libel with Strictures on the Constitutional 
Association,” &c. Price 2s. 6d. This pamphlet exhibits the 
hollowness of the law as applicable to what are called public li- 
bels: and proves that verdicts of guilty are more the result of 
subserviency in juries than of fair and legal trials. 

** An Address to the Moderator of the Scottish Kirk, by the 
President of the Edinburgh Freethinkers’ Zetetic Soclety,” exhi- 
biting grounds for union and proposing terms to that end. Price 
Fourpence, 





TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 








Sir, | ) Boston, 15, Dec. 1823. 
“ Every little makes a mickle,” as the Scotch proverb has it; 
and “‘two or three who met together in thy name,” as prayer-book- 


cant has it, beg your acceptance of the little rag now enclosed, - 


value (at present) 20s. It is a mere trifle, certainly; it will how- 
ever, serve to shew that your unjustifiable persecution is not quite 
forgotten at Boston, and that we are not all entirely priest-rid- 
den here; although, God knows, we have plenty of dealers in 
brimstone’; nor have-we-any lack-of shops for disposing of the 
same, ‘‘ wholesale and retail and for exportation.” The little sum 
now-transmitted was subsribed without solicitation, and is, | trust 
nothing more than an earnest of something worthy of your notice 
being done hereafter. It was observed that. you dropped a hint 
lately in ‘‘ The Republican” respecting the silence of Boston and 
Lincoln, on the subject of your unmerited and life-destroying im- 
prisonment, Really, Sir, | am obliged to confess, that the num- 
ber in this town, who dare espouse your cause with any degree 
of publicity, is very limited; and you are but too well aware that 
nine tenths of the people tamely suffer “ their reverences” to rob 
them of their common sense and their money at the same time. 
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There are, nevertheless, several here, who, although some of the 
number cannot subscribe to your thorough stitch plan for eccle- 
siastical reformation, are yet converts to the main part of your 
tenets, and heartily abominate the system which can authorize 
your procrastinated imprisonment. Men, you know, Sir, live by eat- 
ing and drinking, and there are but few in the million who think 
of any thing else. Few, who (like yourself) will fearlessly and 
manfully stand forward as the champions of truth and justice at 
the expence of their corporeal induigences. We have just seen 
the conclusion of one of those precious things, they call, a ‘ coun- 
ty election,” and it is.curious to observe, that out of ten or twelve 
thousand free-holders, what a set of mean spirited devils can be 
brought together by those alluring but degrading baits, gorman- 
dizing and guttling! However, Sir, you'will be glad to find that 
1575 men, have found their way to Lincoln at their own expence, 
and to use their own discretion, rather than have a member ille- 
gally crammed down their throats by a man, because that man is 
called a Lord, forsooth! It is lamentable to see great bodies of 
men, calling themselves free and enlightened, led by the nose by 
priests and politicians; and, particularly, as the consequences of their 
Slavery, must be chagrin, disappointment and degradation. Give 
but your promise of immediate support to a priest, or to any other 
‘pos are g and he will sicken you with compliments, load you with 
ypocritical thanks, and cram you with predestinated falsehoods. 
The parasite’s turn being served, he turns round upon his silly 
dupes and absolutely chuckles at their imbecility and glories in 
his own duplicity. This farce, with a little difference of ‘ scenery, 
machinery and decorations,” is so constantly performing as to ex- 
cite disgust in the breast of every honest and self-thinking man. 
You, Sir, have performed immense labours by your honest endea- 
vours to teach people to think for themselves; but, my mind is 
made up, that no general reformation, either civil or theological, 
will ever be effected by the labours of a few, even should that few, 
individually possess the giant strength which you yourself possess. 
We have at this time, it must be acknowledged, not an inconsi- 
‘derable list of powerful writers: but, by whom are they opposed? 
Why, by bought parsons, bought soldiers and by bought (Oh! 
mean) immaculate legislators. Some other nation may one day do 
for us what we seem to be incapable of doing for ourselves; 
and, were it not for my aversion to prophecies of all descriptions, 
I should be inclined to become prophet on this occasion. 
Ecclesiastics will never reform themselves, this, 1 think, may be 
taken as an immoveable position. What is called the ‘‘ reforma- 
tion” of the old religion, through the means of a brutal king and 
an incorrigible hypocrite, might as well have been let alone altoge- 
ther. What did it do? It did away what the fools of that day, and 
of this, call, “‘ mass,” and introduced another “ mass” in our cere- 
mony ‘as by law established,” as teeming with absurdities as the 
“mass” of the Catholics. It did away with what were called “ re- 
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ligious houses,” which, with all their abominations,- did some 
good, at least, in acts of charity. What do the bulk of our pre- 
sent “ monks” and “ friars,” I should be glad to ask, do in re- 
turn for their enormous and lazily-earned incomes? Does not 
every day present to our notice some act of their beastiality, into- 
lerance, or rapacity? Honourable exceptions, no doubt, there are. 
“ Look for a needle in a bottle of hay.” Dissenters, for the most 
part, deserve no praise from men who dare think as far as reason- 
ing will aa them, and who are not alarmed by the bugbears of 
interested religionists; I argue, that every man not void of reason 
ought to exercise that great faculty to the fullest extent. I care 
not whether we possess it (reason) from what the Christians, and 
a variety of other sects, call their God, or from whatsoever power. 
We know when we do possess it, and surely, no gift or acquire- 
ment can be more wretchedly abused than when it fails to correct 
our early impressions about three Gods in one, long-tailed devils, 
or devils of any kind, miracles, withcraft, heavens, hells, and all 
such human deceptions. It is mere drivelling to talk about the 
“‘ great truths of revelation” in reference to a book composed of 
detected falsehoods, idle tales, indecency, accounts of God-autho- 
rized-murders and various other enormities. I have never, for the 
last thirty years, met with a disputant, churchman or chapelman, who 
could himself be rational (or, who would care to be so if he could 
help it) for five minutes together. Many of them are clever at 
‘« shooting flying,” “building castles in the air,” or playing at 
*« blind-man’s-buff,” but get them once on a subject where reason 
takes the chair and common sense is the supporter, and it is asto- 
nishing what a number of mad-doctors’ customers, or should be 
mad-doctors’ customers, you immediately meet with. I feel as- 
sured, Sir, that you (like myself) do not altel with any man 
about his religion; indeed, it would be folly to do so, because, 
when you meet with a man who asserts that he believes in impos- 
sibilities rather than be guided by that faculty which seems, in 
some measure, to distinguish him from dumb animals, such a 
man would excite your pity rather than your anger. If you could 
not convince or persuade, | feel assured phat you would not bully, 
or abuse, or imprison. Surelythen, your (or, I may say, our) creed 
must be infinitely superior to-that which attempts to warrant the 
persecution, fine and imprisonment to which you are so religiously 
subjected. | 

Although your open friends here appear to be few, those few 
are steady friends, and something much better, it is yet hoped, 
will yet be done. As to Lincoln, | know not what to say. That 
town has, certainly, evinced considerable advancement in political 
matters, and, let us hope that it- may be equally reformed in 
church affairs. Lincoln is a very black: town, indeed; so much 
so, that there is a farm-yard proverb in it very current “kick a 
horse - - - - - - in Lincoln, and out flies a parson.” Wishing you 
health, I am, Sir, yours respectfully, NOLI EPISCOPARI. 


~ 
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Note sy R. Car.ite.—I beg to observe, that it was the 
Sleaford Republicans, and not myself who complained of 
their Boston and Lincoln neighbours. I have no complaint 

inst more than one individual in Boston, and he the 
Radical Bookseller, Jackson, whose conduct towards me, 
since I have been in this Gaol, has been most scandalous, in 
refusing to make any payments beyond what an attorney 
forces from him. ‘This was the only allusion f made in an- 
swer to the observations of the Sleaford Friends. 

I did not fail to notice the proceedings at the Lincoln 
county election and was much pleased with the part perform- 
ed by Colonel Johnson and: Mr. Wells; though | confess, 
that, I wished to see an abstinence from all squibs and elec- 
tion speeches on that part of the unpaid voters. The only 
way to try the feelings of electors, is to nominate some man 
worthy to be their repsesentative, and then leave bim entirely 
to the eiectors themselves to support or not to support him 
by their votes, asthey may think proper. Until independent — 
electors are equal to the resolution of returning independent 
representatives upon this principle, it is a burlesque to call 
them friends of liberty, independence, or any thing else 
honourable. Until they are in a state of mind to do this, it 
is evident, that they are base enough to sell their liberties 
for the momentary gratification of meat and drink enough, 
at another man’s expence to make themselves beasts. And 
this they will be until they are better educated. 

My Boston friends have my thanks. 





_ TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 

SIR, 
Tue correspondence between Mr. Watson and myself, respecting 
a designing power in the production of the various phenomena of 
_ nature, has already been carried-on to a length which I fear must 
begin to be troublesome and inconvenient to yourself, and tire- 
some to your readers. I mean therefore to be as brief as possi- 
ble on the present oceasion; which I intend to be the last time | 
shall trouble you on this subject, 3 

I set out by saying (vol. 7. p. 755) that it appeared to me that 
various animals, and other natural productions, which we daily 
meet with, display design in their construction; to this Mr. W. 
assents (vol. 8. p. 54.) but he thinks that such appearances are 
deceptive, or at-any rate they do not prove the existenc of a design- 
ang power, : 

I freely admit, that, what Mr. W. has said; and what you Mr. 
Editor have said; and my own further reflecting and reasoning 
on this subject; have considerably altered my opinion, since the 
commencement of this correspondence, 1 did think, that, a 
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designing power, was what might readily have been demonstrated ; 
but I find such a demonstration to be more difficult than I at first 
apprehended it to have been; and it is probably a subject which 
must long, if not for.ever, remain in much difficulty and doubt. 

As to the spontaneous production of animalcula; Mr. W. has 
at length referred me to something like proofs in support of his 
opinion (vol. 8, p. 654,) yet I do not conceive it to be totally im- 

sible, for the overa to pass the alembic, or to be contained in 
the fine wheat flour, which he mentions. As to Mr. W. having 
before referred me to Mr. Darwim for proofs of this sort (Vol. 8, 
p. 553.) with all due submission, I think that, that was a refer- 
ence to opinions only, and not to proofs. 

Mr. W. “considers that the two forces,” meaning the attractive 
and repulsive forces ‘‘ being parallel, and at the same time equal 
to each other, is the very cause of the curved motion or direction 
of planets,” (vol. 8, p. 656.) but his diagram and his reasoning 
upon it, I must confess, do not at all satisfy me. 

A P B_ Let A P, and B P, be two forces acting 

O | upon the planet P, with equal power, 
but in oposite directions to each other. It is evident that these 
forces must mutually destroy each others effect, and the planet 
in this case must remain at rest. 


FT DA Pp 
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Again, let S (the sun) attract P (the planet) with any given 
force; suppose the planet at the same time to be propelled by 
another force in the direction P T, let this propera force be 
sufficient to carry the planet from P to A, in the time the attract- 
ing force would carry it to C; the consequence will be, that, the 
planet’s motion will partake of both those forces, and move in 
the curved line P B. The planet having arrived at B. will not 
‘have increased or decreased its velocity; but the force of gravity 
will be sufficient to carry the planet from C to S, in the time the 
projectile force would carry it from A to D; consequently at the 
end of the next period of time, we shall find the planet at E; and 
so forward through the whole circle. Thus a planet having once 
received a proper impulse, it will continue to move on, in a circle, 
without the aid of a centrifugal force, as is mentioned by Mr. W. 
(vol. 8, p, 658.) in fact, if such a centrifugal force was to be con- 
tinually acting upon a planet, the planet’s motion would be conti- 


nually accelerated and it would consequently move in a spiral, 
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whose diameter would be constantly increasing. The question 
has all along been with me, From whence did planets originally 
receive their projectile forces? 

As to wits life, Mr..W. admits, that, enna bsila have not any 
distinct organs of life, (vol. 8, p. 659) nor that they possess either 
_ sensation, animation, or the power of locomotion; therefore, | 
conclude, that, he and I are pretty well agreed on this subject. 

The great quantity of calcareous matter annually produced 
from shell fish, I do not consider to be any argument in favour of 
the earth’s increase in bulk; (vol. 8, p. 663.) I ). I rather think that 
shell fish, like all other ree tlh matter undergoes a decomposition, 
and returns again to the elementary matter of which they were 
composed ; if it be not so we should have a real creation of mat- 
‘ ter constantly carrying on. 

Mr. W.’s Manchester friend whom he brings forward in sup- 

rt of the opinion of the growth of coal (vol. 8, p. 669.) I think 
is more of a speculative theorist than of one who has gained his 
. knowledge by his own observation and experience ; the experience 

of all practical colliers leads to a contrary conclusion. 

*T shall conclude this subject, by acknowledging how much | 
feel obliged to Mr. W. for his liberal, dispassionate and gentle- 
manly like attention paid to the subjects of my letters; and for 
the real information he has afforded me on some of these subjects ; 

and to you Mr. Editor I return thanks for your liberality in giv- 
cl peti a place in your Republican, which I believe to be the 


y publication where free discussion is carried on. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 











I. G. 
Subscriptions received at 84, Fleet Street. 
J. 8. Thomas, Examiner Office 014 0 
An Old Friend to Mrs. Wright » 015 0 
Mr. Oldis, for the support of Truth “0 5 0 
Do. do. for M. A. Carlile » » 0. 5 0 
Mr. Hunter | | 3/3 0 0 
‘Gross amount of Subscriptions receiv ard. Carlile, 


from October 1819, to December 23, 1823. £1134. 17s. 10d. 


END OF VOL. VIII. 





Printed and Published by R. Carciez, 84, Fleet Street.—All Correspon- 
| “The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 











| 
| 





790 THE REPUBLICAN. 


whose diameter would be constantly increasing. The question 
has all along been with me, From whence did planets originally 
receive their projectile forces? SU 

As'to mineral life, Mr. W. admits, that, minerals have not any 
distinct organis of life, (vol. 8, p. 659) nor that they possess either 
sensation, animation, or the power of locomotion; therefore, | 
conclude, that, he and I are pretty well agreed on this subjeot. 

The great quantity of calcareous matter annually produced 
from shell fish, I do not consider to be any argument in favour of 
the earth’s increase in bulk; (vol. 8, p. 663.) I rather think that 
shell fish, like all other animal matter undergoes a decomposition, 
and returns again to the elementary matter of which they were 
composed ; if it be not so we should have a real creation of mat- 


ter constantly carrying on. 


Mr. W.’s Manchester friend whom he brings forward in sup- 
of the opinion of the growth of coal (vol. 8, p. 669.) I think 
is more of a speculative theorist than of one who has gained his 


- knowledge by his own observation and experience ; the experience 


of all practical colliers leads to a contrary conclusion. 

*T shall conclude this subject, by acknowledging how much I 
feel obliged to Mr. W. for his liberal, dispassionate and gentle- 
manly like attention paid to the subjects of my letters; and for 
the real information he has afforded me on some of these subjects; 


and to you Mr. Editor I return thanks for your liberality in giv- 


ing them a place in your Republican, which I believe to be the 


only publication where free discussion is carried on. 
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